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' SuBJECT - . 't -Media Inquiry to Cuban Exile Jdnrnalist.in.

[2022 RELEASE UNDER THE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORDS A(?T OF 1992]
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!

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Operations :

. Miami re Cuban Involvemant in Watergate
Case and Attitudes in Miami Area L
ool i

1. This memorandua is for your information only, .

2. - On 7 May 1973 we were advised by Stetion WH/Miami that

“two enployess of a Station WH/Miani proprietary had:told the

tation that one Rene VIERA Gonzalez, a Cuban exils:journalist

. Who writes for Diario Las Americas and owns the Westcrhester
. rall Bookstore In Miaml received a call in early May from one

FNU GOTTLIEB who said he worked for the Times i Washington. .
(GOTTLIEB is believed to be Sanford GOTTLIES, 11192 Brandywine

'St., Xensington, Md. who was formerly an employes 0fi the C
" National Committee on Sane Nuclear Policy' . -A pretext call to

the Washington bureawv of the New York Times verified; that ons

"Sandy" Gottliedb was employed there.) GOITLIEB asked VIERA
- what people in Miami were saying about the Watergate case and
‘what participation the Cubans had in it. liz specifically o

asked about the activities of Reinaldo.PICO (former 2506
Brigade member), Orlando PIEDRA (former Chief of Cuban Bureau

of Investigation in Batista Government), and Rolando MASFERRER

(former Cuban Se=nator and self-admitted former Communist).

e also asked if ITT had an office -in Miami, whether Joaquin-
SAMJENIS Perdoma (former Chief of a WH/Miami proprietary who
was amicably terminated in 1972) and Juan A. PAULA (former
ViH/Miami proprietary employse dnd former Controller of - o
Revolutionary Democratic Front-FRD-and currently employed by
an OGC proprietary) were still in the Miami arsa. He was also
interested in Edgardo BUTTARI, a Cuban born in West Tampa,

‘Florida, a former Cuban Congressman and Minister of Commerce

who 'i3 reportedly associatad with Mr, Chariss “Bebe" RE30ZO.
ccording to GOTTLIEB, BUTTARI was appointed as "political .
ciilef in the Republican Party", : . :
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3. COT LIE3 4nparent1y has curront 1n;ormat10n on the
_activities of the persens he mentioned; for example, he -
knew that Juan A. PAULA was involved in the jewelry bu51n°ss

{(PAULA and Antonio Felix GENOVA Corzo, a WH/Miami propri tary""*

employee recently purcaasad a jewelry buszness) and "he knew
that Reinaldo PICO had resided in Venezuzla and had rocently .
returnzd to tha United States. The phene COHVG*S&LlO» la;tod
about 45 minutes and GOTTLIEB told VIERA that 1 ho .came to
Miami ;hay would hava 1ann toeatner. ' 5 .

0

4. VIBnA does not kpow GOT” IEB ut talke&un him becaase
‘GOTTLIEB said he was rscommended by\Eraesto BQTANCGUD vho -
has vesidad in the Washington area for mors than ten yéars. -

o’(BsTANCOURI was a former Agency asset and is currently Chisf of
W The conversation was

initially in English but continued in Spanish. VIERA sald'he gﬁ&*

provided no information te GOTTLIEB om the basis that he is a
Cuban exile and did not want to get involved in intermal U.S.

affairs. ie do not know whj GOTTLIEB was interested in Joanuzn]{Ai?

SANJENIS or Juan A. PAULA. (A-ta-bed are summar/ blogravhles
-of persoas, of interest to GOTTLIEB.) . , , :
. . o% -~ -~ Ol
A S.. On 7 Pay 1913@ rvin L. "AZ‘;S) u..,..af Cf’l )waa

.briefed on the substafice of the report from WH/M 1an1 pertaining
to Juan A. PAULA, who works for tha(MRIUTUAL pronrietary, 2“

MCXERCHER and AVANT)which utilizes

'*WC as office spacs cover. Azmong other duties performed by .-

. the propristary ars the monthly checks sent to the dépendents
. af inprisoned assets which ave 5igned in true name by PAULA.
ol EVAﬁg'was unaware that PAULA had purcnasod a new Jaweir T
' usiness in agsociation with Antonio GENOVA; }oweVﬁr he feels
that (MEMUTYALY is D*otected and »onpartwented from tqe w i/Miami |

proprietary and he has the utmost confidsace in the p?orrlyta*y’i~l-“

- baing able to FielL any quesz:ans‘O(gih’Tui commmanication with

ob the proprista is b“-u1 isted phong, and a post office box...

%‘;A\l said that ("*c‘(k‘\cu"‘:{} and CL\VANy could possibly be linked
o.| ut the trail would end there. . Fo

- £eeXs thatt either progf&e;ary could only be linked to the Aganéy o

o\by 1hn"epbo. {He Qid say that Howard HUNT wzs aware of
2MUTUAD) when he served as (/CA/ Un.) @Nm% feels secure as

Tar as and (IcKERCHER and Aﬁn“f)are »
concernsd. - e . . ‘ . 4 ,
R
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TLeer Diréctor of Se’curity - e " o Lo
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6. C}’A}fs)menrm-xnd that the 'bcma fide law fn':n occupying °

“the other” porj_;on of the(Mi) bTLAL.)o::x:u:As are tha "ttor*xey.»

for (John DEAN)OG (Thess lawyersog are clegred and witting.)
One Of the lawyers told(EVANS that ©®EAN will be the "bltmest

- canary sipger of the year™, , Tna commnon ;ec»ptlonlst area is

manned by vm'\iUTUX) employees who also menitor all telephon
calls, incoming and outgoing for the other law firm. -(BvAs Q,
dentioned that “there have been numerous calls fronm the media
and outgoing overseas calls to su..h 'olncea 25 Japrx and Bn*op

7. (cVA}'SDwnl be travellnc to ‘wasz,au and rctun_mg via

 Miami on 10 .viay 1973, He intends,to talk with his propristary -

people at that time onm other GHMUTUAY business ana will also

_ contact COS, WH/Miami. (TIm €0S has bee‘x ale ted to expect . -
‘a c¢all xram EVANS an i0 ¥ ay 1973 ) : T

Jemes E. Flanoery. '~§:'i C

‘James E. P.L:znner}r’
- Acting Chie G
-_.Hester*x harvlshh#r* DiViSiOH, e
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) ‘ | s ATTACHMENT A -
L@, @URGhET A

Renz VIERA Gonzalez

Reporter for Diario Las Americas: 3 was snﬂana; zor
Journalism in Exiiec atymeeting n#IE’quvler Thoat

.Miami June 1857,

Had also been haad of Public QPlations for Cuban.:ff

Hational gank. aue not ngen. o o RN
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Reinaldo PICO Ranon - fo*merly AVICB 31 (701 284658)

POA granted 14 Octoae; 1968 as PM assat.- embe*
2538 Brigade, captured Bay of Pigzs. Member of Pr1301ers
Comnission sent by Castro to Miami to nzgotiate release
'o‘ prisoners in exchange for mechanical equipment and other.
" supplies nesded by Cuba, 'Defectsd and refused to accompany
- other members of Prisoners Commission on their return to-
Cuba in July 1951. POA graated 15 June 1963 for usg as
CA/Prop ass2t. SGSWIRLED 3-0ctober 1964 -~ OA 4 Fabruary
1968,  Amicably terminated 30 June 1583. As of July 1959
" in Ca*acas,‘Vénézuala.< in LeCLmoer 1269 he was.deséribed -

'by a source as “one does not Xnow where the bluf; b» an an&}f?f[

'0*43, wLa; is true and w&at is5 lva"
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ATTACHMENT C © -

T B
Orlando PIEDRA .

Criando Eleno PIEDRA-NEGLERLA (201-247379)

aka - Orlando Eleno NEGUERLA-PIEDRA
~aka - Orlando PIEDRA ' -
aka - 0. ROCA .

Born 18 December 1817, Havana, Cuba.
Belisved to be Cuban citizsn currently .
. ‘ , L e
Was Chief of Cuban Bureau of Iavestigation in Batista Govern- |
- ment. Told FBI June 1959 he was forced to leave Cuba upon £all
. of Batista, Réportedly head of anti-Castro group in Miami in
Junz 1553,  In Sept 59 reportzd to be friendly with Rolando -
HASFERRER Rojas, ex~-Cuban senator and publisher. PIEDRY .
reportedly furnished with money by Batista.- S

. During Batista regime was included with others as - o :

responsible officials considered directly involved in torturs. . i-

and %illing of Cubzn citizens, Resided in Fort Lauderdale, o

Fla. in Pebruary 1960. During Batista regins PIEDRA was in

-charge of all matters pertaisnin to gambling, ‘rackets and
. contraband. In 1953 in Cuba PIEDBA-was also involv n
- busiaess of Chizeseo contraband. PR L
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‘vir"‘ent critic of u.s.

: ﬁmicmram D..
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Ro*auua Arcadio MASFERRER R93a> (701 42669)

Cuban senator and self-adnitted former ”omnuni .
ive during early 00's in various anti-Castro ,

n U.S. Rece ntlj sarved four and one-half year
c° received U.S. Dlerch Couxt fox- vvo;atlon of
ty 1»35. - = -

]
o i
W e O

Q<& O
ﬁﬂ)-h
(¢

T IR o Ly 4!
Hoon
0k
)—l [¢] }\.h
e B

rvcn 0 er A

o 00
H 0o

'

U3 e ot 1r

Ld

No 1ad1ca;10n Headquarters has been in touch with subject
at any time. : _ : _ T . ,é?;;v S

Born 1913 in Cuba, tlpl;xes worst ela emants in fo*mer re~zme Soemed

of Batista. - Neme connoues rnzhlgSaness, assass:na;ion, tortu;e'
and extortion. . ‘ . - Y

Still consld rs himSelf
n

in

. .,t

to be a Marxian ocvalist, has ue»n S
past. SRR : See
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" Edgar An :hon BUTT:
4 - 3

et West Tampa, Florida, the son of a Cuban who fought in thi

e
ey
r
.

\../',\caz ENT E

aka. - Edgar A. BUTTAL DC : ‘
aka - Edgardo BUTTAL 771)

Photo. available : R - :ji‘ ;..L."={§7§qi-

While information in his file doss not indlcat ad/ past or .
present LIA con tact, there is unscurced information in Lne

'Hn/boﬁ ca*d f11e which saows that BUTTARI was in touch w1-n

Frank Be Gerard Droller) in Miami in 1h Spring of 1¢ 350
i J

anpa revtlj in relation to JFTTAuT'S involvement with the

Revolutionary Democratic Front (.MD) Currently BETTARI is

iavolved in many business ventures in South Florida snd is

reportedly associated with Charies "Bebe" Rebozo 50cially and .’
in busimess. el T

Bdgarda BUTTARI was bcrn 14 huvns 1803 { so give n 19
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Cuban Independencs tar," Ap901ﬂuﬁ4 Cuban:Inspector Ganeral

Instructor of tha %lnlstrj of State in 1933. He later bescame
Under aecreta*v OF Labor. In 1338 he returned to Cudba and -

ater was appointsd

.3ervad as S“CTEL&TV of Commerce until 1940. {1
Minister of the Cuban rorelgﬁ Service. Appointed Mianister of
Cuﬂnnrc by Batista in 1942, he held taaa pest until 1944 .
when he ¢eélgﬁe4 to run_For the liouse of Representatives,  © -
'Haban-._ He remained in the House af-Rep esentatives watil 1952,
-BUTTARI arrived in thée U.S, in March 1960 o reside in
Miami, F 3 he Revolutionary

H" 5$c~na 1nJal"Ad wz;h th

Duriag his first term as Tin‘st of Co‘mprcn in 1933 he was-
sponsiblé for ths arr eat uf. aeve*al Anerican repres enpaulvas 5
large lard exporters in the (.5, (%wxﬁb, Armpour, etc.) e
for 1ncrcaszna T1Cc>. At the same tine he endeavored to put ..
forwargd 1 1slgtion of natiomalistic tun3°1c1as ‘WATRIng to
"¥Yankes Imv rialisn", and sesmsd somevhat unir edd?/ to thz
§.8. #He later chanzed and in 1933 became more anxious to
Cooperate with tn, G. a., apparently having gotten over his
cfequ anti-American Iesllnga. Howsver, he did n ot appear to.
bz dependable accsralng to Emba,sy reports. le has been :

L4 v

describsd as astute, ciever, intelligent but slippery. He - -

of

- .




